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Voices
“Nobody is authorised to comment on the
gays. You will spoil things.”
– Malawian President Bingu wa Mutharika after pardoning a gay couple
sentenced to 14 years hard labour after a symbolic engagement ceremony

A kaleidoscope of
characters has become
part of the World
Cup mosaic. Activists,
athletes, street
vendors, executives
and dancers – all
belonging to different
worlds but sharing the
same dream. For some,
their hopes have
become a reality. For
others they remain
unfulfilled, write
Nazish Dholakia
and Sisi Tang in this
four-page World Cup
series

The chief executive of
Fifa’s South Afric-
am Local Organis-
ing Committee,
Danny Jordaan, has

been toiling for the World Cup
bid since 1994 – and he has been
working non-stop since May 15
2004, when South Africa’s right
to host was announced.

“It’s been a very difficult and
challenging road, but I am happy
wearereadytodeliver thisWorld
Cupwitheverythingmoreor less
in place,” says Jordaan.

He is postured serenely on the
stands peering over Ellis Park
Stadium after a final pre-tourna-
ment stadium visit. There are
hints of exhaustion under his
eyes,notsurprising in lightofhis
fast-paced schedule and sleep
deprivation, hopping from one
province to another in one day.

His journey to the World Cup
has been a long one. He attended
the World Cup and the Fifa con-
gress in the US in 1994.

After his return this executive
of SA football decided to make
a bid for the 2006 World Cup,
which was lost in July 2000.

Fromteacher topolitical activ-
ist to sports administrator, Jor-
daan was formerly a member of
the South African Students’

Organisation, Parliament and,
finally, the vice- president of the
South African Football Associa-
tion. “I think I lived in challeng-
ing but very exciting times,” says
Jordaan.

From ensuring the infrastruc-
ture of stadiums and airports to
arranging transportation and

accommodationforall theWorld
Cup teams, Jordaan looks for-
ward to delivering on the games
and finally getting some rest.

“It’s been a tough, long and
incredible journey,” he says.

“But to see liberation in your
lifetime, to see and be part of the
first democratic government of

our country, to be part of a team
to win the right to host the World
Cup and then to know now it’s
time to deliver on the promise of
that World Cup, and to see how
South African people are em-
bracing the event ... to walk tall
in the world; that is an incredible
journey.”

Hellen Matuludi escapes
from the sunlight under
the green tarpaulin over

her wooden shack. Across the
street the newly constructed
Soccer City Stadium glistens in
the sunlight. Here Hellen cooks
and sells food to nearby workers.

This has been her livelihood
for five-and-a-half years. She
arrives in the early hours of the
morning, usually at around
5.30am. The two pots of pap,
meat and vegetables, nourish-
ment for the construction work-
ers across the street, have usual-
ly disappeared by the end of the
day. Hellen collects her earnings
in plastic bags and empty ciga-
rette containers. On average she
makes R100. On a good day she
might make R300.

Her son, Jacob Matuludi, who
works in recycling, helps her out
when he is not working. He says
the shack used to be nicer, with
tablesandchairsandevenspeak-
ers to play music so that visitors
could “chillax”. But they have
had to move at least twice in the
past few years to avoid ongoing
construction, and those ameni-
ties have since disappeared.

“We keep moving. First they
tell us to go there and then they
tell us to move there,” he says, his

armsflailingashepoints into the
distance.

But Hellen knew those days
wouldcometoanend.Shehoped
theWorldCupwouldmeanmore
business from the flocks of visi-
tors pouring in from all over the
world. Instead, with the com-
mencement of the World Cup,
Hellen and her fellow street ven-
dors must pack up and move out.

“I feel betrayed by the govern-
ment,” Hellen says. Her arms,
the tabletop and her cellphone
alike are coated with a thin layer
of flour. She begins wiping the
table, packing up for the day. She
will be back tomorrow and every
dayafter that,until theCity inev-
itably tells her she must leave.

Dreams realised and
others deferred (1)

SA soccer supremo Danny Jordaan with Fifa secretary general Jerome Valcke || PHOTO: LEON SADIKI

The executive

Hellen Matuludi will lose her coveted
spot near Soccer City Stadium
|| PHOTO: LEON SADIKI

The street vendor
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Voices 72million The number of children
growing up without an
education globally – Oxfam

Bafana Bafana and Orlan-
do Pirates midfield play-
er Teko Modise did not

like football that much in the
beginning.

“My friendswere playing foot-
ball, soIhadtostartplayingfoot-
ball,” says the 27-year-old also
knownas“TheGeneral”.Howev-
er, it was the praise and credit he
got from friends that launched
him into a career in football.

“They started telling me how
goodIwas,soIstartedbecoming
serious about it.”

While football fans, analysts,
and local coaches still rate him
an integral part of the Bafana
midfield, the Soweto-born star
has had his fair share of bad luck
leadingtotheWorldCupkick-off
on Friday – loss of form, injuries
andamisunderstandingwithhis
coach at Pirates.

In response to this, he says:

“My biggest challenge is to stay
motivated because there will al-
ways be a whole lot of negative
stuff written about us.”

His professional career began
when his former youth coach,
Steve Mnguni, recruited him at
the age of 17 to Ria Stars’ devel-
opment academy in Diepkloof,
Soweto. But he subsequently
went to the club’s base in Polok-
wane, Limpopo, before joining
Stars’ city rivals, City Pillars.

At Pillars he showed his true
colours, and was spotted by
SuperSport United. He did not
see out his contract there, how-
ever, because he later signed for
the Soweto giants, Pirates.

As Bafana gears up for the
opening match against Mexico
at SoccerCity onFriday,Modise
says he cannot wait for the op-
portunity and furtherhints athis
plans to play in England.

On stage, 25-year-
old Sanelisiwe
Ntuli moves with
unabashed free-
dom. She is ani-

mated and engaging: her sharp
handgesturesmark the territory
around her as she crosses the
room.

Ntuli is one of 24 storytellers
participating in the Kwesukela
2010 Storytelling Project, which
will share the story of Africa’s
culture, mythology and heritage
with visitors during the World
Cup. South African storytellers
will performatmuseumsand fan
parks in six cities across the
nation: Johannesburg, Durban,
Cape Town, Rustenburg, Preto-
ria and Polokwane.

In Johannesburg, daily story-
telling performances will take
place at Museum Africa.

Ntuli began telling stories to
children in her home town of
Hammarsdale, KwaZulu-Natal.
Sheperformsin isiZuluandEng-
lish, at times fusing the two lan-
guages together seamlessly.

Although she has been telling
stories for three years, she says
this project has been life-chang-
ing.Neverbeforehas shehad the
opportunity tomeetpeople from
so many regions and cultures
across South Africa.

“We want to tell stories about
the cultures and the people of
South Africa, highlighting the
things that make South Africa
unique,” saysLondiweNgubane,
the creative director of the
project.

The World Cup created the
ideal platform for the project.

Some of the stories Ntuli tells
have been transplanted from
years past, while others are the
product of her own imagination.
Themes like unity and leader-
ship saturate her stories, which

she hopes will help dispel the
preconceptions that visitors
mayhaveofSouthAfrica and the
continent. Her passion for her
work isvisible inthewayhereyes

light up when she discusses the
effect she hopes it will have.

“Storytelling has always been
a means to teach and progress
knowledge through the genera-

tions. It is a way of connecting
with human beings.”

Theconcentrationonthefaces
of young and old,men andwom-
en, corporate employees and

street vendors alike, delights
Ngubane.

“For those 15 minutes they all
act like children listening
intently,” she says.

Dreams realised and others deferred (2)

Bafana Bafana midfield player Teko ‘General’ Modise and coach Carlos Parreira
at Sedibeng Pub & Restaurant in Meadowlands, Soweto || PHOTO: LEON SADIKI

Sanelisiwe Ntuli will perform at Museum Africa for the Kwesukela Storytelling Project during the World Cup || PHOTO: LEON SADIKI
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The weaver of yarns
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Voices 295m Nelson Mandela Bridge,
the largest cable-stayed
bridge in Southern
Africa

SomeWorld Cup spectators
andbackpackers staying at
the Soweto schools which

have been transformed into fan
accommodation might forget
that they are living in what was
previously a classroom.

Pretty Barrington is one of two
designers who worked to convert
the classrooms into liveable spac-
es for visitors during the global
football extravaganza.

What used to be an ordinary
classroom at theMorris Isaacson
High School in White City,
Soweto, is now fitted out with
brightly decorated beds, match-
ing curtains, a television and
some closet drawers.

Chuckling alongside her
co-designer, Stella de Beer,
Barrington says: “We have had to
be very – how can I put it? –
Afro-Eurocentric.”

To accommodate international
aswellas localvisitors,eachclass-
room has been infused with
elements of African, Asian and
European culture.

One bedding design is
reminiscent of the patterns on
Scottish kilts, while another has
Chinese-looking flower shapes.

Barrington and De Beer help

pick out the fabrics and arrange
the structure of the rooms.

Since last October they have
worked onmore than 1 000 beds.

Barringtonsays: “Thechalleng-
esare infindingoutaboutthepeo-
ple who are going to stay here.
Where are they coming from?”

She says that heaterswill be put
in some rooms.

These conversions are a part of
Soweto Focus Point, an organisa-
tion which works with local
communities to provide housing,
catering and tourist services to
visitorsduringbigevents inSouth
Africa.

Morris Isaacson High is one of
a number of schools converted
into affordable accommodation.

Barrington says the project
empowers locals and will hire
unemployed matriculants during
the World Cup.

She says: “It is going to bring
about changes in their lives. Not
onlyare theygoingtobedoingthe
job for us, but they are going to
be interacting with people.

“We are visionaries, dreaming
every day. We trust that this is
goingtomakethingsbetter forus.
Who knows – perhaps foreigners
will be impressed too.”

Pretty Barrington (left) and Stella de Beer || PHOTO: LEON SADIKI

Apasser-by waves to Leon
Bannau and stops to
chat. It’s the umpteenth

time this has happened to the
48-year-old facilitiesmanager at
Polokwane’s Peter Mokaba
Stadiumduringthecourseof just
an hour.

Bannau is a legend around
these parts, with security offic-
ers and construction workers
alikestoppingtoexchangegreet-
ings with him. He is also con-
stantly on the move.

“If you want me to die, ask me
to sit,” he jokes.

Bannau oversees the day-to-
day management of the facility.

During the World Cup the sta-
dium will become his second
home, where he will ensure that
things are running smoothly
during matches.

Bannau is also a renaissance
man of sorts; he serves as the
secretary for Limpopo Athletics
andisacertifiedreferee.Hewent
back to school at the age of 38
and is currently working on his
third degree.

“This ismy kingdom,” Bannau
says, referring to the stadium.

The new Peter Mokaba Stadi-
um is amajestic reincarnation of
the old one, which is still visible
just across the street. Its multi-
coloured seats form a checker-
board pattern that is reflected in
the glass panes of the new stadi-
um–amorestatelyversionof the
former. Decorative baobab trees
guard the entrance to the new
facility.

In the days leading up to the
handover of the stadium to Fifa,
Bannauandhismenareworking
on the finishing touches, install-
ing security cameras and signs.

Leon Bannau, the facility manager at
Peter Mokaba Stadium in Polokwane
|| PHOTO: LEON SADIKI

Strumming with his
bare fingers on what
he calls the instru-
ment of his Venda
forefathers, Mutum-

ba Richard Mamatsharaga
opens his act.

A griot, sage and storyteller,
through his tales he wishes to
pass on the legacy of his grand-
father.

Mamatsharaga (56) is part of

theKwesukela2010Storytelling
Project, which will expose tour-
ists and locals alike to stories
from different cultures across
the nation.

Having been taught the art of
storytellingatatenderagebyhis
uncle and grandfather, Mamat-
sharagaauditioned for aplace in
the Kwesukela project. One of
his favourite tales is “The Tor-
toise and theHare” – a universal

story on which he sprinkles
some local Tshivenda spice.

“The motive behind the story
is to share Venda culture and its
sense of respect for people.

“The hare underestimates the
tortoise, and in Venda culture
you don’t do that,” he says as he
prepares his instrument, the
“Dende”, which is made out of
dried butternut squash peel.

“In spite of where people are

from, you give them respect –
treat them as equals,” says
Mamatsharaga, who wishes to
inculcateasenseamongtourists
that South Africa is a respectful
country and that it will urge
them to come back.

After theWorldCup, he hopes
tocontinue toperformforSouth
African children, and that the
sense of respect for people from
diversebackgroundswill liveon.

Richard Mamatsharaga tells the story that symbolises respect among the Venda people, as part of the Kwesukela Storytelling Project PHOTO: LEON SADIKI

Dreams realised and others deferred (3)

Youth in Action
On the road to nationalisation, the
ANC Youth League is using Peter
Mokaba as its compass, drawing
inspiration from the fearless militancy
that unified an entire generation of
young lions

See Business page 5

The renaissance
man

The bard The head girls of style
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Voices 1860 The year in which the
first group of Indians
arrived in South Africa.
– sahistory.org

Wendy Ramokgadi (43)
morphs intoa teenager
whenever he hears the

beats of diski dance music.
In person he is a loquacious

man – his voice riseswith excite-
ment when he starts talking
about the way the dance has
swept across not only South
Africa, but the world.

He has taught the diski dance
to somanypeople thathecannot
even try to estimate the num-
bers. And his proteges range
fromwomen in the rural villages
of Limpopo to students in Hong
Kong, China.

“It has been hectic, and now it
is venturing into chaotic,” Ram-
okgadi says of the past months,
which he spent travelling locally
and overseas.

Speaking to City Press, he
jokingly remarks that his name
should be listed in the Guinness
Book of World Records for the
number of people he has taught
the diski dance. At a high school
in Edenvale, south of Johannes-
burg, he is currently teaching the
dance to a group of about 50
youngsters. He then proceeds
with a series of complicated
steps and ends with the declara-
tion: “That’s all you have to do.”

At the end of the hour he will
have everybody in the room
doing the Table Mountain – the
namehehascoinedforoneof the
moves. And typical of a true
artist, he signs off: “Give me a
stage and I’ll be a happy man.”

Against the back-
drop of much
hype and plan-
ning around the
World Cup,

40-year-old tavern owner
Thembelihle Mogatla refuses
to jump on the bandwagon.

Its walls lined with the flags
of different countries, Pat’s
Tavern is one of the smaller
local taverns in Alexandra
township which have resisted
the influence of the World
Cup.

“I am not doing this for the
tourists. Tourists are just go-
ing to be the cherry on top,”
says Mogatla, who is keen on
maintaining the local character
of her shop.

She emphasises her commit-
ment to local customers.

“These guys have been here
since nine in the morning, so
how can I not be loyal to
them,” she says pointing to a
few people chit-chatting under
a TV suspended in the corner.
It is almost two in the
afternoon. Save for stocking a
few crates of Guinness beer
and closing at later hours, she
does not plan to change any-
thing about her business “just
for the tourists” during the
World Cup.

Mogatla converted her old
house in Alex into a bed-and-
breakfast establishment a year
ago and says no one has
booked.

“I don’t expect much from
2010. Tourists here, they are
going to be staying in Sand-
ton, in the suburbs,” she says,
handing a beer to a regular
customer.

“My business is doing well
with or without the World
Cup.”

Thembelihle Mogatla, owner of Pat’s
Tavern || PHOTOS: LEON SADIKI

Top SA choreographer and creator of
the diski dance, Wendy Ramokgadi, is
happy with the response he has been
getting at home and overseas

Dreams realised and others deferred (4)
The realist The diski don


